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SUBJECT: THICH THIEN CHAU 

REF: STATE 016856 

1. DEPARTMENT MAY BE ABLE TO USE INFO THAT THICH THIEN CHAU, 

ONE OF INVITEES TO FORTHCOMING ANTI- VIETNAM ACTIVITIES IN 
WASHINGTON (REFTEL) HAS BEEN DISAVOWED BY AN QUANG CHURCH 
WHOSE PARIS-BASED REP HE CLAIMS TO BE. 

2. THIEN CHAU HAS LIVED IN PARIS AT LEAST SINCE SUMMER 1968. 

AS OF LATE 1969, HE WAS CLAIMING TO BE PRESIDENT OF OVERSEAS 
VIETNAMESE BUDDHIST ASSN (OVBA) AND REP OF AN QUANG BUDDHISTS 
ALTHOUGH AN QUANG HAD BY THEN BROKEN CONNECTION WITH HIM. 
OFFICIAL AN QUANG REP IN PARIS NOW IS THICH NHAT HANH. 

FORMERLY, BOTH THIEN CHAU AND NHAT HANH REPRESENTED AN 
QUANG IN PARIS, NHAT HANH REPORTEDLY AS HEAD OF OVBA AND 
THIEN CHAU UNDER HIM AS HEAD OF BUDDHISTS IN FRANCE. 

3. AN QUANG MILITANT LEADER THICH TRI QUANG HAS REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT THIEN CHAU WAS DUPED BY COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA AND 
DEVIATED FROM AN QUANG POLITICAL LINE. MODERATE AN QUANG 
SENATORS TRAN QUONG THAU AND TON THAT NIEM TOLD US THAT THIEN 
CHAU SEVERAL YEARS AHO BEGAN TO TAKE INCREASINGLY PRO- 
COMMUNIST POSITION AND AN QUANG DROPPED HIM, ASKING NHAT HANH 
TO PICK UP THIEN CHAU'S TITLE ALONG WITH HIS OWN PREVIOUS 

TITLE. THUS MEMBERS OF BOTH MAIN AN QUANG FACTIONS HERE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AGREE THAT AN QUANG HAS DROPPED THIEN CHAU AND FOR GOOD REASON. 
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4. THIEN CHAU, THEREFORE, CAN MAKE NO LEGITIMATE CLAIM TO 

SPEAK FOR AN QUANG BUDDHISTS WHETHER IN WASHINGTON OR ANYWHERE 

ELSE. 

MARTIN 
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